
SCRIP News 

Monday, April 6 Teresa will be doing payout for 
SCRIP.  As of now the SCRIP Office will be closed for 
orders until further notice.  

Circle News     

Thank you all for your support this past school year!  We are so appreciative of everything you do for our school and our 
kids!  That being said, unfortunately we are canceling the remaining fundraisers for this school year.  For the safety of 
our school families and following guidance of our government, we will not be having Grandparents Day or the 
Jog-Walk-a-Thon this year.  These were not easy decisions to come to but we must do what we can to protect 
our community.  Going forward we have tentatively planned our next meeting for May 5.  This meeting is open  to the 
public and we will be discussing future fundraising opportunities.  Again, THANK YOU all for your support and may God 
continue to grant us health and safety. 

Amy Emerick - Circle President 

CHURCH OFFERINGS  2019-2020 

As of March 31 , 2020 
Church       Goal      Received  Balance 

Hull 1st CRC             $  87,000  $ 74,000   $ 13,000 

Hull Hope CRC  $  61,500  $ 61,500   $    0 

Rock Valley Trinity CRC $ 3,000   $  3,000   $     0 

Rock Valley URC $  6,000    $  6,000    $    0 

Sioux Center Bethel $  16,500  $ 16,500   $    0 

Sioux Center Bridge $   7,500   $4,772.74 $  2,727.26 

Sioux Center Faith $  4,500    $    3,550  $  950 

Sioux Center First $  6,000    $    6,000  $    0 

Sioux Center URC $  10,500  $  5,500    $  5,000  
Doon URC  $  9,000    $ 2,658.71$ 6,341.29 

Amistad Christiana $  1,500    $     0        $  1,500  

 

Thank you for your support of Christian Education! 

Save the Date 

The Rally Day Sale has been set for  
Saturday, September 19, 2020.  This 

is a huge  
fundraiser for our school!  Mark your 

calendars now!! 

Top 10 Things Students Miss About Being in the  
School Building   

10. Show and tell 
9.   Scooters and Parachutes in PE 

8.   Logic Puzzles in math class 

7    The drum freeze game in music class 

6.   Playing knock out at recess 

5.   Birthday treats from classmates 

4. Always having something to do 

3. Mindy and Mindy’s Stromboli 
2. Seeing friends every day 

1.   Getting out of the house 

Thank You 

Thank you to all the families for submitting pictures of their 
child doing Distance Learning.  Phil & Liz Van Maanen 
have been putting them on videos to share with everyone.  
It  is a good way for the students to connect with each oth-
er while they are 
away from school.  
Be sure  to check 
out the Hull Chris-
tian Facebook page  
https://
www.facebook.com/
Hull-Christian-School-
147399321955442/ to 
see what is going 
on at Hull Christian.   
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1301 5th St, Box 550 

Hull, IA 5139 

712-439-2273 

Website 
www.hullchristian.com 

 Find us on Facebook too!! 

Board Notes - March 2020 

1.  Mr. Ten Pas opened with  
      devotions. 
2.   Principal’s Report was received.  
      * Update on Phone System. 
      * Update on Contracts. 
3.  Committee Reports     

♦ Education 

   *MMS to hire Lindsey Van Otterloo as   
    girls’ soccer coach 

   *MMS to hire Heidi Tubergen for the  
   preschool position.  
   *MMS to use grant money towards drink   
    ing bubblers for Preschool—3rd grade  
    Room 

   *Discussed Job Share Policy 

♦ Building 

   *MMS to extend existing note at ISB to   
    2024 

The work of all the committees was 
supported and approved.     

 

4. Old Business 

  * Review School Board Policy - #3705-  
    #3800. 
5. New Business 

  * Coronavirus issues discussed 

  * Board voted to cancel classes for the  
    week of March 16 

6. The meeting was closed with prayer . 
 

**MMS = Motion Made and Sustained   
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Keep Our Focus Upward ~ Mr. Ten Pas 

In 2006 when I was hired to be the principal at Hull Christian School, I was sent a copy of 
the Knightly News.  We were living in the Chicago area at the time. One of the first details I 
observed was the absence of written remarks from my predecessor, Mr. Ryan Zonne-
feld.  That brought me a sense of relief because writing is not my forte. However, as I con-
sider the current situation, I feel there is not a better time to share a principal’s perspec-
tive.  So, here it goes… 

 

Travel back with me to the night before I was about to enter the 6th grade at Oostburg 
Christian School, in small town Wisconsin.  I was going to start junior high the next day so 
I had a difficult time sleeping.  It was all the unknowns that occupied my mind. I told myself 
that I would be so happy if I could just go back to the 5th grade.  Sleep was hard to find that 
night.  The same thing occurred the night before I started my freshmen year of high school 
and then again before I left home to begin my freshman year of college.  It would seem the 
unknown has a way of stealing my rest.    
 

We heard months ago about the coronavirus and the effect it was having in China.  Not 
much in our lives changed at that time. As weeks progressed the first case appeared in the 
United State, then it came to Iowa.  Now we hear of multiple cases in our own counties. 
Many people today are dealing with a lot of unknowns. There are many questions that do 
not have answers, the unknown.  Sometimes the unknown can steal more than our rest. It 
can steal our focus.   
 

I would encourage us all to move our focus upward.  There is no doubt things around us 
cause us anxiety.  We miss the “normal” things that occurred daily and brought us joy.  For 
me, it is standing at the front entrance and welcoming the students, parents and visitors as 
they came into school each morning.  I miss that. 
 

We can grieve the loss of our normal, but we cannot stay in that place.  We musts lift our 
eyes and look upward and take steps to move forward. Let’s step forward and look upward 
into this year’s Easter celebration.  This week will look different than any other Easter 
week you or I have ever had, but it holds the same promises. Easter has the promise of 
salvation, the promise of eternal life, and the promise of our Lord’s return.  This does not 
mean that life will be easy for this week. However, it does provide a reminder to keep our 
focus upward.   



 Distance Learning ~ Mrs. Groeneweg 

"He's got the whole world in his hands."  These 
lyrics have recently taken on a new significance for 
our Christian community.  At Hull Christian School, 
we are clinging to God's faithfulness as we jump 
into implementing "Distance Education" for our Pre
-K through 8th grade students.  If you walk around 
HCS these days, you will see our devoted faculty 
and staff diving deep into educating students 
online.  From video lessons and learning packets 
all the way to personalized student messages, our 
teachers are striving to meet all students' educa-
tional needs.  We thank our HCS parents for com-
mitting countless hours in this partnership as well 
as our students for their grace, compassion, and 
dedication.  We miss you.  We are so proud of 
you.  As we continue on this journey together, may 
we all "Be an Example" in our trust in the Lord for 
he truly does have the WHOLE world in his hands. 

Let’s Talk About Anxiety ~ Mrs. Vis 

Resilience is defined as the capacity to recover quickly from difficulties. It’s never seemed as important as 
it does right now. As parents, you can help build resiliency in your children by talking openly and honestly about 
emotions and how to deal with them.  

Honest communication about emotions doesn’t have to be overwhelming, for you or for them. Start build-
ing it into everyday conversation, at an age-appropriate level. Naming the feelings you have, and how you handle 
them, will help your children learn how to begin to process their own emotions.  

It’s a great time to start modeling positive ways to deal with anxiety. This will help your children learn that 
it’s natural to have all kinds of feelings and help them figure out what those feelings are. Understanding your feel-
ings is the first step in learning how to cope with them. 

No one can fully control the thoughts and feelings that they have, but we aren’t powerless either. At 
school, we have been working on naming the emotions and thoughts that we have. Help your children in this pro-
cess, by doing it right along with them. Maybe they will even teach you something! 

Don’t worry too much that sharing your thoughts and feelings will overwhelm your children. If you are ac-
knowledging something that they can understand, you are teaching them an appropriate way to deal with difficult 
things. And you are also giving them the gift of helping you, which is empowering for a child. When we shield chil-
dren from things we think are too big or scary, we take away their power to learn and help. 

Here is a short list of questions you may want to use to start a conversation about anxiety.  
Have you felt any new feelings of anxiety this week? 

Do you notice that anyone else in the family is feeling anxious? 

How does that make you feel? 

Is there anything that you do that helps decrease feelings of anxiety? 

Are there any ways that you have helped others this week decrease   
their level of anxiety? 

As Christians, we don’t have to live our lives in fear, and yet we still know that challenging times are here. Let’s 
gather some good from it, have some conversations about dealing with the hard stuff, and give our children some 
tools that they can carry with them throughout their lives.  

Middle School Students Perspective on Distance Education  
"To everything there is a reason, a time for every purpose under heaven," Ecclesiastes 3:1. During this time of uncertainty, we really 
need to cling to the verse and to the hope that all of what is happening is for a reason. We may not be able to decipher what the rea-
son is behind all of this, but we know that His plan is perfect and His timing is perfect. God has delivered so many people then and 
now through difficult situations and I know he will deliver us through this too.  
One major adjustment that our community has had to make is Distance Education. Distance Education is definitely something we all 
had to get used to. It brought its own type of struggles and its own type of joy. The whole experience is something no one thought 
we would ever have to go through. We definitely never thought it would take a month or more out of our school year.  
A typical school day for distance learning is definitely different from a normal school day. It feels like you are the only one learning 
so you can go at your own pace. Some days you're done in a half hour, sometimes it's an hour or more. Every day is different. The 
way you learn is different for each grade level as well. I have a brother who is in first grade and a sister in sixth. My brother has a 
series of videos of the teachers teaching the lesson and physical worksheets every week to go along with every subject. He has the 
exact same schedule as well. All students have the same length videos and the same detailed instructions and same tasks for every 
day. Whereas junior high students are a little more personalized with grammar lessons designed specifically for you and it's all 
online on websites and slides. Junior high doesn't have paper worksheets but google classroom assignments that you turn in online.  
This is definitely a big change but so much good has come out of it too. Being able to spend more time with your family and have 
limited distractions is truly a blessing. Having amazing teachers who take up so much time out of their day to get lesson plans ready 
for every single student to be able to understand is incredible. There's no way we could do it without their encouragement and hard 
work.  
Throughout this entire journey we may have a lot of doubts and questions. But we don't doubt or question that God is so good.  

Teachers Perspective on Distance Education ~ Mrs. Louwerse 

At HCS, the teachers are still trying to find the words to describe how these last few weeks have evolved. Over one 
weekend our world completely changed and we adapted to this new role of becoming online teachers almost in-
stantly. The whisperings of COVID-19 became our reality. It wasn't what we planned or hoped for. Monday morn-
ing, March 16, we walked into a dark, empty school thinking to ourselves, "When will we get to see our students 
again?" and that question still goes through our minds each and every day. On Monday and Tuesday, teachers 
spent their time in meetings, preparing for what this new Distance Education was going to look like in each grade. 
We all laugh at the fact that teachers go to school for four years to learn how to be teachers, but we had a two day 
course to figure out how to get everything up and running online to the best of our ability. We had to overcome the 
nervousness of video recording ourselves, the technology skills we lacked, and the uncertainties of this whole situ-
ation. You got to see some clips of teachers at work and that continues each and every day. We are all trying the 
best we can to provide education from a distance. We are so grateful for the technology that allows each of us the 
opportunity to connect and be with our students digitally, but it will never be the same. We look forward to the day 
when the school will be full of students again, because you never realize what you have until it's gone.   


